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Timeline

Introduc)on
In this unit we will be looking back at the history of Scottish
forests.
Looking first at the ways in which the trees first populated
Scotland after the last ice age. From there we will look at events
which have impacted upon forest populations before looking at
how the forests of today are used now.
Pupils will be encouraged to research topics
of interest. The main focus of this unit will be
climate change and how this will effect our
forests.
This unit will also deal with a
theoretical situation in which the ice has
melted from the polar ice caps and places
such as Greenland.

Experiences and outcomes
Literacy (LIT): 3-02a, 3-04a, 3-07a, 3-14a, 3-21a, 3-22a, 3-24a, 3-28a.
Numeracy (MNU): 3-07a, 3-08a, 3-20a.
Science (SCN); 3-01a, 3-05a, 3-20a.
Social (SOC): 3-01a, 3-02a, 3-07a, 3-08a, 3-10a.

End of last ice age

Your text goes here.
Mesolithic Period

Humans become active agents in the
Scottish environment using crude land
management techniques such as fire.

Arrival of deciduous trees such as oak,
elm and alder.
Woodland clearance for agriculture starting in
the Western Isles and North of Scotland.

Neolithic Period
Mid-Holocene Climate Optimum:
Fullest extent of Scotland’s natural
forests.

How is climate change aﬀec)ng Sco8sh forests?

Scots Pine established

Onset of woodland clearance for
agriculture in southern half of Scotland.

Climate cooling and

Woodland clearings become larger and

collapse pine forests.

more permanent.

Bronze Age
Iron Age
Intensification of agricultural activity
and further woodland clearing.

Arrival of Romans in Scotland. About half of the
original woodland vegetation had been cleared.
Scotland under 25% wood cover.

Woodland cover fallen to 20% of Scottish land area.

Climate change brought about by the human
population is occurring at a rate where plants,
animals and ecosystems are unable to adapt quickly
enough. This endangers our lifestyles, economy and
culture as well as individual species and landscapes.
It is not just the changes to the climate that are a
problem but the rising number of pests and diseases
thriving in these new conditions.

Middle Ages

Shortage of wood for construction in Perth due to
exhaustion of woodlands in vicinity of the city.
Building and firewood is increasingly sourced from
remote Highland locations.
Building wood is increasingly imported from overseas.
Scottish Parliament passes two acts attempting
to halting deforestation and encouraging reforestation.

Early Modern Period

Modern period

Beginning of commercial exploitation of the
oakwoods of western Scotland for charcoal to
fuel the iron works at Loch Maree.
Charcoal production from coppiced oakwoods
declined while the demand for tanbark increased rapidly.
Exploitation of native pinewoods increases due to high
timber prices and demand.
The last iron furnace at Bonawe closes putting an end
to commercial charcoal production in Scotland.

Timber prices collapse. In response
Scottish landowners abandon forestry
and turned to sport (hunting) and sheep
farming as the main sources of income

Commercial exploitation of the coppice oakwoods of
Western Scotland had all but ceased due to collapse
tanbark market.

from their estates.

Woodland cover at a historic low of 6% of the Scottish
land mass.

In this unit we will look at the
factors affecting climate change
and its effects on different
ecosystems.
Pupils will then choose a tree,
plant or animal present in
Scottish forests and research how this
species would be affected.

a

A timeline of events which affected Scottish forests from
which pupils will be working.

What will happen when the ice melts?

In this section of the unit pupils need to draw upon
knowledge about how Scottish forests grew after the
Ice Age - where the seeds came from, what trees may
grow etc.
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They will need to think about how seeds that may be
lying dormant got there, e.g. wind or animals. They
can also apply their knowledge of
the Scottish landscape after the
Ice Age and apply this to places
such as Greenland to see what
trees would grow well if
introduced artificially.

